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By Trevor Hall

I hope everyone had a safe
and fun summer! Much has
happened in the past few
months.
Our local tree climbing
championship took place in
June at Lyndhurst Mansion
in Tarrytown. Longtime
competitor Sebastian Slizowski from
Greenpoint Tree Service in Putnam
County won the Masters Challenge.
Congratulations to Sebastian, and to
Rachel Brudzinski, who won the Women’s Challenge again.
The proximity of the ISA Annual Conference in Washington, DC, allowed
for many of our NYSA members to
attend. It was a great event, and I was
fortunate to spend much of it at the
Arbor Fair and Climbing Championship at the National Arboretum. Both
of our climbers, Rachel Brudzinski and
Jorge Obando, represented us well and
seemed to enjoy the competition. There
was heavy rain Friday, so the event got
off to a slow start on Saturday with 62

climbers competing in a day
of preliminary events. It was
impressive, and I learned
there may be changes to the
speed-climbs that will bring
a new dynamic to the event.
Climbers may now select
their preferred method of
foot lock, ascenders or the method they
prefer to get 60 feet up into the crown.
We recently completed an upgrade of
our website and improved the format
for use on mobile devices. The previous
format did not always work well on
cell phones or tablets, so we wanted to
improve that interface. We’re also reviewing our website traffic in an effort
to find ways to make it a more useful
source of information. The current
bulk of traffic seems to be people from
the general public using the “Find an
Arborist” feature.
I’m proud to report NYSA was recently awarded a Susan Harwood Grant
from the Tree Care Industry Associa(Continued on Page 9)
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2018 Membership Campaign

From The Chapter Office

Our 2018 membership campaign will
begin in November. Thank you for
your continued support of the chapter.
Membership renewal notices will be in
the mail soon, and we want you back
as members in 2018. You can renew
your membership online at www.
nysarborists.com. Please note: If you
renewed your dues through ISA, please
don’t send payment. We value your
membership and strive to continue to
provide outstanding benefits for you.
Please feel free to contact us to share
your thoughts on how we may help
your business grow.
Show Us Your Trees
The 2018 Arbor Day Poster Call for
Artwork has begun. The public is
invited to submit photography and/or
artwork to be considered for the State
Arbor Day poster. It is a long time
tradition, and posters have become

3

collectors’ items for many. Deadline
for submissions is December 31. All
submissions can be sent to arborday@
dec.ny.gov and must have a completed
artist information form submitted with
the photography/artwork. For more
information please see http://www.dec.
ny.gov/lands/108006.html.

ter for trees and shrubs provides timely,
reliable field reports and up-to-date
management recommendations for
your woody ornamentals pest management program. Visit the BRANCHING OUT website at www.branchingout.cornell.edu or contact ddo1@cornell.
edu to subscribe.

NYSA Award Nominations Are
Now Being Accepted

Annual Meeting

Do you know an arboriculture professional who has made a lasting contribution to our industry? NYSA is now
accepting nominees for our annual
awards. Deadline for submissions is
November 30. You can view award descriptions on the NYSA website. Contact NYSA at info@nysarborists.com or
518-694-5507 for more information.

Mark your calendar for the Annual
Meeting, January 28-29, 2018 at the
Crowne Plaza in Suffern, NY.

Subscribe to the BRANCHING OUT
Newsletter
BRANCHING OUT, an IPM newslet-

Getting ready to run the first-ever Open
Ascent event at the ITCC.

PROTECTING THE REPUTATION
OF THE UTILITIES WE SERVE...
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST
IT’S PART OF OUR JOB
800-522-4311 • www.nelsontree.com/ad/reputation.html

See the video
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2017 Fall Conference

PMore than 130 arboriculture professionals attended the Fall Conference on
September 24-25 in Liverpool. We appreciate the support by our members,
sponsors, speakers and vendors who
took time from their work schedules to
spend time with their colleagues and
learn about the latest issues and trends
from industry experts.
The support of our sponsors and
vendors enable us to provide valuable
education and training opportunities
for our members. A special thanks to:
Platinum Sponsors
• Arborjet
• Consolidated Edison
• Davey Research Group
• National Grid
Gold Sponsor
• Bandit Industries, Inc.

Silver Sponsors
• Morbark
Bronze Sponsors
• Greenleaf Supply
Vendors
• Altec Industries
• American Arborist Supplies
• Amherst Nurseries
• Arborje
• Bandit Industries Inc.
• Davey Resource Group
• Greenleaf Supply
• IML North America LLC
• Leonardi Mfg. Co., Inc.
• Morbark
• National Grid
• Rainbow Treecare Scientific
Advancements,
ª Tracked Lifts, Inc.
• UOS Forestry
• Vermeer Northeast.

SAME GREAT QUALITY.
NEW LOOK.
has been serving the forestry industry
for years with quality equipment. We are still
that same great company, but now with the
added strength of Utility One Source!
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT:
www.utility1source.com
OR SCAN HERE TO LEARN MORE

CONTACT INFORMATION
12660 E. Lynchburg Salem Turnpike, Forest VA 24551
Phone: 434.525.2929
Fax: 434.525.0917
E-Mail: fevasales@u1source.com
www.utility1source.com

Dr. Jason Grabosky’s presentation.

Dr. John Ball’s presentation.
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2017 Fall Conference Photos

Dr. Russell Brigg

Trade Show

Phillip vanWassenaer

Trade Show
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Everything you need for the most challenging jobs.
Serving arborists since 1950
Arborist owned & operated

800-441-8381
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Asplundh’s Truck-as-a-Hub wireless technology provides real-time
communication and innovative data sharing, ensuring job safety, crew
productivity and efficiency. Through 4G LTE wi-fi hot spots in our vehicles,
Asplundh offers improved routine and emergency crew dispatching,
as well as the ability to relay on-site imagery and video.

ASPLUNDH.COM

•

1-800-248-TREE

Jorge Obando’s Reflections On 2017 ITCC

This year’s International Tree Climbing
Championship (ITCC) was held in
Washington, DC in late July. Rachel
Brudinski and I had the great opportunity to represent the New York
Chapter, competing against 65 of the
best tree climbers in the world.
I’ve competed in a few ITCCs before,
so luckily I had some idea of what to
expect. Day one check-in is always like
a family reunion, with lots of hugging
and catching up with friends I’ve met
at previous competitions. The big talk
this year was centered on trying to
figure out the Open Ascent.

At the competition walkthrough,
everyone tries to figure out the best
way to approach each event. One of
the best things is that you bounce ideas
off old friends and share your thoughts
with competitors from all over the
world, including Italy, Sweden, Taiwan, Australia and many other coun-

tries. Even with the language barriers,
we’re all fluent in tree talk!

The next day, it was time for gear
inspection. From what I saw, everything went smoothly; all the techs and
climbers know what’s up. But when
it comes to the gear inspection (and
walkthrough and the official climbers
meeting) for Open Ascent, I really have
to give it up to Kristian Schultz, Taylor
Hamel, Jason Diehl and the other
Open Ascent techs – they took one
for the team. Everybody bombarded
them with questions and criticisms. My
hat is off to them for working so hard
and having infinite patience with the
crowd.
ITCC has a reputation for excellence;
it is the world’s biggest tree climbing
competition and features all the topranked climbers on the planet! This
year, they took one big step forward
in advancing how the competition
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represents what we do as true climbing arborists by evolving the Footlock
event into the new Open Ascent.
Looking back to the classic Footlock
event, which has been around for years,
they knew it was time to update it
to incorporate more ascent methods.
Footlocking is a demanding skill, so
when single rope technique (SRT)
became hugely popular, many climbers,
including myself, stopped footlocking every day, as we had with double
rope (DDRT). Hand ascenders, foot
ascenders and knee ascenders make life
easier in our daily work practices. So
now I’m hoping that, with everybody’s
constructive feedback and new ideas on
the ITCC’s first-ever Open Ascent, we
make it a kick-ass event.
We all benefit from the new conversation around Open Ascent as we share

Continued on page 10

"
SALES
PARTS
SERVICE
NOW STOCKING BRANCH MANAGER 53”MINI GRAPPLE
TO FIT ALL MINI LOADERS CALL FOR PRICING
Think of all the tasks you do every day. Now imagine how much faster you could do them with a Toro Dingo compact utility
loader.
The versatile Dingo is an efficient alternative to hand labor and skid steer loaders, especially in tight spots where other equipment cannot maneuver. Toro’s full line offers more choices than ever. Whether you need wheels or tracks, gas or diesel, radial lift or vertical lift capabilities, there is a Dingo that is right for you! When it comes to attachments, the Dingo has a wide
range available, from grapples, blades and buckets to forks and stump grinders. Plus, 35 other attachments to choose from.
* Print out this ad and bring in for $1,000 off the purchase of a Toro Dingo or $200 off any attachment in stock.
(*Must see Justin Adams in Sales for this offer.)

4060 Lake Ave. Lockport, NY 14094
Cell: (585)880-6643
Office: (800)348-3218 x200
Email:sales@nfesales.com

"

"

"

Niagara Frontier Equipment Sales offers Toro compact utility loaders along with a wide range of loader attachments to help
make your job easier and your business more profitable.
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ReVoLutioNARY
pLANt
Accept
No SubStituteS.
HeALtH SoLutioNS
Garden Center • Greenhouse • Indoor Growing
Landscape • Nursery • Trunk Injection

No mAtteR YouR cHALLeNge,
ARboRjet iS HeRe FoR You.
Trunk Injected Insect & Disease Controls
Botanical Insect & Disease Controls
Soil Amendments & Water Management

Find a Distributor at
www.arborjet.com/distributor
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Calendar Of Events
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Visit www.bbg.org for a complete listing of programs and events.
Green-Wood Cemetery. Visit www.green-wood.com for a complete listing of programs and events.
Hamilton College Arboretum. Visit www.hamilton.edu/arboretum for upcoming workshops and events.
Morris Arboretum. Visit www.morrisarboretum.org or call 215-247-5777, ext. 125 for a complete listing of program and
events.
New York Botanical Garden. Visit www.nybg.org for a complete listing of programs and events.
New York State Urban Forestry Council. Visit www.nysufc.org for complete listing of programs and events.
October 22 (Saturday), ISA Arborist Certification Exam Prep Course - 172HRT150, 9:00am-5:45pm. Contact the Adult
Education Department at the NY Botanical Garden.
October 19-20, NJ Shade Tree Federation, 92nd Annual Meeting, Crowne Plaza, Cherry Hill, NJ. Visit www.njstf.org for
more information.
October 20-22, North American Tree Climbing Championship, Salt Lake City, UT. Visit www.itcc-isa.com for information.
November 2-4, TCI Expo 2017, Columbus, OH. Visit www.tcia.org for more information.
November 14, SMA’s Annual International Urban Forestry Conference and Trade Show, Tulsa, OK. Visit www.urban-forestry.com for more information.
November 15-16, Turf & Grounds Exposition, Rochester Riverside Convention Center, Rochester, NY. Visit www.nysta.org
for more information.
November 16-18, ISA TRAQ Program, Planting Fields Arboretum, Oyster Bay, NY. Registration information available at
www.nysarborists,com. Registration deadline October 16. Seating is limited.
November 29-December 2, ASCA Annual Conference, Skamania Lodge, Stevenson, Washington. Visit www.asca-consultants.
org for information.
January 28-29, 2018, NYSA Annual Conference, Crowne Plaza, Suffern, NY.
February 20-23, 2018, ASCA Consulting Academy, Le Meridien Hotel, Philadelphia, PA. Visit www.asca-consultants.org for
information.

President’s Message
(Continued from page 2)

tion (TCIA) to conduct an Electrical
Hazards Awareness Program (EHAP)
workshop with the Long Island Arborists. There have been several utility-related fatalities on Long Island, and this
workshop will inform more people of
these dangers. The purpose of these
grants is to reach small business owners
and Spanish-speaking workers who are
most at risk for electrocution injury.
It’s shaping up to be a busy fall for the
New York State Arborists! After our
Annual Fall Conference September 24-

25 at the Holiday Inn Liverpool, we’ll
hold three Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ) sessions in November.
The Winter conference, January 28-29
in Suffern, is in the works, and we look
forward to seeing everyone.
Thanks, and be safe!

Rachel rocking the Speed Climb.
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Jorge Obando’s Reflections On 2017 ITCC
Continued from page 7

our passion for advancing arboriculture
and making our climbing better, stronger, more efficient and safer for tomorrow and beyond. As we move away
from footlocking being its own competitive event, I do still truly see its value as a skill and an art that will always
be part of my career as a climber and
an arborist. And just for the record, all
this support for Open Ascent is coming
from a guy who still footlocks and even
holds the NY state record in it!
The competition was, as expected,
magnificent, and set up in a way that
could easily throw you for a loop. From
the Throwline event with ultra-precise
shots and demanding branch union
targets to the Work Climb with its big
tree and big swings to the mile-long
limb walk and new plum bob (newly
reengineered this year), to the Aerial
Rescue way out on a horizontal lead, to

the super-fun 65-foot Speed Climb, to
the 70-foot Open Ascent, they definitely made our time at the National
Arboretum count!
The Masters was on Sunday. As always,
it was a complete joy to watch incredible climbers master their craft.
For a climber of this caliber, it’s not
just a climb anymore; it’s more of an
out-of-body experience, a trance like
state with complete focus, control and
smoothness.

and there’s definitely no better crowd
of people to spend it with. Thank you
for the support of everyone throughout
our chapter. I’m honored to represent
NY and contribute to the ever-evolving
sport of competitive tree climbing.
Editor’s Note: Photos are on the cover

The North American Tree Climbing
Championship in Salt Lake City, UT,
is next on the schedule: Four days with
a crowd of talented and dedicated athletes, climbing and talking best practices, putting their years of training to
the test for a shot at being named the
best of the best. I’m pretty sure there’s
no better way to spend a long weekend,

Do You Subscribe to
BRANCHING OUT
Newsletter?
BRANCHING OUT, an IPM newsletter for trees
and shrubs, provides timely, reliable field reports
and up-to-date management recommendations for
your woody ornamentals pest management program.
Each issue contains:
• An up-to the-minute scouting report highlighting
pest activity;
• In-depth feature articles;
• Growing-degree-day reports;
• Other items of interest to tree care professionals.
Stay current on today’s critical issues affecting your
industry. Visit the BRANCHING OUT website at
www.branchingout.cornell.edu or contact them at
ddo1@cornell.edu to subscribe.

Jorge and Rachel scoping out the Aerial
Rescue event.
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Wedgle
Direct-Inject
®

™

TREE INJECTION SYSTEM
Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!
◆ No drilling damage
◆ No mixing at job sites
◆ No guarding or return trips
◆ No waiting for uptake
◆ Treats most trees in
five minutes or less!
◆ Successful
and most
profitable add-on service
Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs • Antibiotics • MicroNutrients
AVAILABLE AT:

GREENLEAF SUPPLY

716•839•0096

ArborSystems.com

