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President’s Message
By Jeremy Sayer

Being president of NYSA for
the last two years truly has
been a great and humbling
experience. As someone who
is most comfortable by himself
with a book and his dogs, I
have been challenged to step
into a more public sphere and engage
with a wide variety of arborists from
different regions of the state, as different as Texas is from Maine. Whether
between sessions, in the bar after hours
or responding to emails and Facebook
posts, I have been challenged to think
differently about life, the world and the
world’s largest inhabitants, trees. Being
president has also given me closer access to the intellectual rock stars of our
industry – our speakers and scientists.

conducted, done again, and
replicated by other scientists
before any claims are made.
If a rope maker claims that its
rope holds 5,000 pounds, it’s
because it does. In fact, there’s
a whole evolving “scientific
method” behind the scenes that doesn’t
rely on feelings or personal experience
or agendas to arrive at testable, verifiable conclusions. It’s the same method
used to make NASCAR vehicles faster
and cell phones more powerful. The
scientific method is why we live to be
80 and not 50. It is how we know that
a crane can lift a certain amount of
weight at a certain distance, and it is
how we know that planting trees too
deep kills them.

Yes, scientists...I’m going there. Everything from our ropes to our chippers
to our treatment programs are derived
from these folks. When a new super
strong and lightweight rope shows
up at the trade show, it’s not before
they’ve been touched, tested and
tortured by science. Experiments are

Science has also told us a lot recently about how trees interact with our
climate and weather and how they
respond to dramatic climatic and
weather changes. By the time this
information makes it to a conference, it
(Continued on Page 11)
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Mission Statement

We are an association of professional arborists and educators that promotes public interest, and fosters research and education
in the care and benefits of trees, shrubs and their environment.

From The Chapter Office
Winter has finally arrived! It has been
an unusually mild fall and early winter
season with lots of rain and unseasonable temperatures. Hopefully, this
weather pattern has helped extend your
season and been profitable for you.
Two ISA TRAQ programs were held in
November in Oyster Bay and Pittsford.
Both classes were well-attended with
a sold-out program in Oyster Bay and
seventeen participants in Pittsford.
Our board of directors will review the
program evaluations and will decide if
more TRAQ programs will be held in
the future.
Thank you for renewing your chapter
membership. Your participation has directly contributed to the strength and
success of our organization. Through
your involvement, you have enabled
the chapter to provide outstanding
education, training and programs for
the industry. Thank you for continuing

to bring great value and meaning to
our profession.
If you have renewed your dues, thank
you. If you haven’t renewed, please
do so today. Our vision for the future
includes growth, new partnerships,
and discovering new ways to support
the success of every arborist and tree
professional. The secret of our success
has been the active participation and
dedication of all members.
If you have any questions about
membership, please contact NYSA
headquarters at 518-694-5507 or email
info@nysarborists.com. Remember, If
you renewed your dues through ISA,
please don’t send payment. If you plan
on remitting your NYSA membership
dues directly to us, do not submit them
through ISA.
Join us for the 2016 Annual Meeting,
January 31 through February 1, at the
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Crowne Plaza in Suffern, NY. This is
another great professional training and
networking event. Our sessions will
feature a variety of topics and experts
who will provide important industry
updates and best practices to improve
your skills. Check out pages 4 and 5 in
this issue or visit the chapter website
at www.nysarborists.com for session
descriptions and continuing education
credit updates.
Our vendor area will provide you with
an opportunity to connect with our
business partners and showcase their
latest innovative products and services.
In addition, President Jeremy Sayers
will turn the presidential gavel over to
Trevor Hall, the new chapter president.
Please join us for the Annual Luncheon on Monday, February 1 to thank
Jeremy for his service over the last two
years, and to welcome Trevor.

PROTECTING THE REPUTATION
OF THE UTILITIES WE SERVE...
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST
IT’S PART OF OUR JOB
800-522-4311 • www.nelsontree.com/ad/reputation.html

See the video
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Annual Meeting Has It All For Your Professional Development

Educational sessions.
You won’t want to miss the 2016 annual meeting. Learn from such prominent
industry speakers as Dr. Christopher
Luley, Mark Chisholm, Dan Gilrein,
Scott Cullen, Rick Harper, Dan Gabel, Anthony Lamanno and Lorraine
Graney. These people represent academia, researchers, practicing arborists
and consulting arborists. Earn DEC,
ISA and CNLP credits. Check out the
preliminary schedule on the next page.
Vendors will be available to discuss
their products with you at their dis-

Face time with vendors.
plays, and you’ll have plenty of time for
networking.
If you are a vendor who hasn’t registered yet, there’s still time. Go to
the homepage at nysarborists.com and
download the vendor packet.
If you are an NYSA Members, you can
save $20 per person if you register two
or more people from your same company for the entire conference. The best
way to register is online. Just click here
or go to the link on the home page at
nystatearborists.com.

Networking opportunities.
The Crowne Plaza is located at 3
Executive Blvd, Suffern, NY conveniently located off Exit 14B of the
NYS Thruway (I-87/287). Reserve
your sleeping room at the special rate
of $112/night plus applicable taxes, by
calling the Hotel Reservation Center at
1-800-227-6963 or the hotel directly
at 845-357-4800; refer to Group Code
ARB. Reservation deadline is January
8, 2016.
Let’s all meet in Suffern at the end of
this month!

2016 Annual Meeting Schedule
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(Continued on page 11)
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SAFETY IS

SECOND TO NONE
For us, safety is a way of life and we wouldn’t have it any other way.
We work proactively to maintain a well-trained staff, instilling safe
work practices every step of the way.
From the innovative tools we use, to the safety measures we live by,
we work together to ensure a safe and productive work place.
At Asplundh,
is the only way to get the job done.

ASPLUNDH.COM

•

1-800-248-TREE

At Last A Tie-In Safety Device For Riding The Crane Ball
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By Dave Francis, American Arborist Supplies

Crane removals are becoming more
popular because of smaller drop zones,
difficulty reaching trees and the size of
the trees being removed. This use of
cranes has led to climbers “riding the
ball” as a means of getting into the tree.
Although this is a good way to reduce
climber fatigue and improve efficiency
on the project it, can also be dangerous
if not done right.
Tree removals by crane are subject to
ANSI standards. These standards state
that the climber’s climbing line NOT
be tied off on the hook. Although tying
in above the ball is much safer, there
are still safety concerns to be aware
of. The most important is the friction
generated by the tie-in device rubbing
against the side of the ball.
Climbers and crane operators have
tried rigging to the wire rope above
the ball in several ways with varying
degrees of success. The challenge is to

line away from friction on the ball,
but yet is susceptible to friction wear
itself.
• A lower end tie-in point for the 		
climber’s line that provides a large
enough bend radius so as to not
diminish the strength or damage the
climbing line.
have a safe, secure, durable and easily
repeatable system. Along with a crane
company that specializes in contracting with tree services for removals, I
was involved in the development of a
crane-to-climber strap that solves the
dilemma.
Key considerations were:
• Durability and lockability of the
hardware used around the crane
cable.
• A flexible component(strap) to tra
verse the ball and keep the climber’s

SAME GREAT QUALITY.
NEW LOOK.
has been serving the forestry industry
for years with quality equipment. We are still
that same great company, but now with the
added strength of Utility One Source!
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT:
www.utilityonesource.com
OR SCAN HERE TO LEARN MORE

CONTACT INFORMATION
12660 E. Lynchburg Salem Turnpike, Forest VA 24551
Phone: 434.525.2929
Fax: 434.525.0917
E-Mail: fevasales@u1source.com
www.utilityonesource.com

The final product that emerged from
these discussions is the device pictured above. The large shackle at the
top is rated and locks by cotter pin.
The heavy strap is sewn to optimal
length for traversing a crane ball and
is protected from wear with a cordora
sheath. Steel rated rings are attached to
the bottom of the strap for climbing
line attachment. The smooth surface
of these rings and their use in pairs
make an ideal smooth tie-in location
with a rope bend radius to ease use and
minimize damage and wear on climbing lines.
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• Seven years on the market
• Hundreds of cities
• Thousands of applicators
• Millions of trees

You can be confident TREE-äge will work to control
Emerald Ash Borer and over 20 other pests.
Ask for the original at John Deere Landscapes locations across New York.
©2015 Arborjet, Inc. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some crop protection products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties.
Please check with your state or local extension service to ensure registration status. TREE-äge® Insecticide is a Restricted Use Pesticide and must only be sold to and
used by a state certified applicator or by persons under their direct supervision. TREE-äge® is a registered trademark of Arborjet, Inc.

Find a Distributor at
www.arborjet.com/distributor

Order Your NYSA T-Shirts & Mugs

NYSA Logo Coffee Mugs
(home dishwasher safe!)
• One Mug for $5.50
• Two Mugs for $10.00 (plus shipping
and handling**)

NYSA Logo Polo Shirts
• Lady’s Medium - $20.00 each
• Men’s Medium – XL - $20.00 each
• Men’s XXL - $24.00 each (plus 		
shipping and handling**)
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NYSA Logo Long-Sleeve T Shirts
• Lady’s Medium - $15.00 (also
available in black, limited quantities)
• Men’s Medium – XL - $15.00
• Men’s XXL - $18.00 (plus shipping
and handling**)

**A $6.50 shipping and handling minimum fee is added to each order. Customers are responsible for shipping and handling
fees over the $6.50 minimum fee. Avoid the shipping and handling fees and pick up your order at the 2016 Annual Conference. Indicate on the order form that you will be picking up your order at the conference and we’ll have it ready for you at the
registration desk.
Download the order form at www.nysarborists.com and return it to NYSA at info@nysarborists.com.

FULL LINE BANDIT DEALER!
SALES, PARTS, SERVICE!
Niagara Frontier Equipment Sales offers Bandit Chippers ranging from 6”to 21’ capacity.
Chippers are available with gas or diesel engines and many other options. Get yours now!
Niagara Frontier Equipment Sales has Bandit Stump grinders ranging from 35 horsepower
to 97 horsepower. These grinders are designed to save you time, effort and money! They
do not have any belts clutches or pulleys!
Bandit – the animal you want in your fleet! Call today to get a quote and schedule your
demo!
4060 Lake Ave. Lockport, NY 14094
Call Justin Adams
Cell: (585)880-6643
Office: (800)348-3218 x200
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Calendar Of Events

Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Visit www.bbg.org for a complete listing of programs and events.
Hamilton College Arboretum. Visit www.hamilton.edu/arboretum for upcoming workshops and events.
New York Botanical Garden. Visit www.nybg.org for a complete listing of programs and events.
International Society of Arboriculture. Visit isa-arbor.com for a complete listing of programs and events.
New York State Urban Forestry Council. Visit www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com for a complete listing of programs and events.
January 11-16, 2016, ISA Certified Arborist Preparatory Course & Certified Arborist Exam. Sponsored by Tree Services
of WNY, LLC. Preparatory Course: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, January 11-15, 2016. Exam: 8:00-1100 AM, January 16, 2016, Swiston’s Beef & Keg, 101 Young St., Tonawanda, NY 14150. Contact Glenn Gentzke at 716.694.5587 or glenndny@yahoo.com for
more information.
January 13, 2016, NYS Turf & Landscape Association Conference & Trade Show, Empire City Casino, Yonkers, NY. Visit
www.nystla.com/conference for more information.
February 9, 2016, LIAA’s 44th Annual Symposium, Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY. Visit www.longislandarborists.org
for more information.
January 31-February 1, 2016, NYSA Annual Meeting, Crowne Plaza, Suffern, NY. Visit www.nysarborists.com for
registration information.
January 31, 2016, ISA Certified Arborist, Utility Specialist, Municipal Specialist, and Certified Tree Worker Written
Exam, Suffern, NY. Registration deadline: January 15, 2016. Seating is limited. Contact ISA Certification Department. Phone:
217-355-9411, Email: isa@isa-arbor.com, Website: www.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/index.aspx.
February 23-26, 2016, ASCA Consulting Academy, Napa, CA. Visit www.asca-consultants.org for more information.
April 2-3, 2016, International Tree Climbing Championship, San Antonio, TX.
April 9, 2016, LIAA 2016 Arbor Day, 7:00 AM-2:00 PM,
Northport VA Medical Center, 79 Middleville Road, Northport.
Visit www.longislandarborists.org for more information.

$30 OFF
$150 or more
Discount Code
NYSA0116
When Ordering
Online

April 29, 2016, NYS Arbor Day Celebration, Albany, NY.
July 14-16, 2016, ReLeaf Conference, Skidmore College,
Saratoga Springs, NY.
August 13-17, 2016, ISA Annual International Conference,
Ft. Worth, TX.
August 25- September 5, 2016, New York State Fair, Syracuse,
NY. Mark your calendar. Volunteers are needed to work the NYSA
booth.
October 1-2 2016, North American Tree Climbing
Championship, Niagara Falls, Ontario Canada. Visit www.itcc-isa.
com for information.
November 10-12, 2016, TCI Expo 2015, Baltimore, MD. Visit
www.tcia.org for more information.

Your Best Source For Arborist Supplies
You Can Bet Your Life On It

Arborists depend on us for the right tool for every job…
• Ropes, Saddles, Custom
splices, Rigging
• Chainsaws, Hand saws,
• PPE and more
Everything you need to safely
take on the most demanding
challenges.
Serving arborists since 1950
Arborist owned & operated

arborist.com
800-441-8381

2016 Annual Meeting Schedule
(Continued from page 5)
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President’s Message
(Continued from Page 2)

arrives with the same degree of certainty as the 5000 pound strong rope does
(p < .01 for those into statistics). This is
powerful information that, when used
properly, puts you well ahead of your
competition on nearly every aspect of
tree care.
When you’re a member of a great
organization like NYSA, saying things
like “I’m not a scientist” doesn’t give
you license to claim your experience or
what you heard somewhere as “reality.”
We hire scientists to come talk to you
about what thousands of research projects have demonstrated. At this point
in history, to just shrug this off as so
much hot air makes you irrelevant.
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Wedgle
Direct-Inject
®

™

TREE INJECTION SYSTEM
Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!
◆ No drilling damage
◆ No mixing at job sites
◆ No guarding or return trips
◆ No waiting for uptake
◆ Treats most trees in
five minutes or less!
◆ Successful
and most
profitable add-on service
Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs • Antibiotics • MicroNutrients
AVAILABLE AT:

GREENLEAF SUPPLY

716•839•0096

ArborSystems.com

